Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Jan. 12 31

As we observe Dr. King’s birthday, let us
honor his legacy and go forward with con-
fidence as a Nation united, committed to de-
stroying discrimination, and dedicated to ex-
tending the full blessings of liberty and op-
portunity to all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January
15, 2007, as the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans
to observe this special day with appropriate
civic, community, and service programs and
activities in honor of Dr. King’s life and leg-
acy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., January 12, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 16.

Proclamation 8100—Religious
Freedom Day, 2007

January 11, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Religious Freedom Day, we com-
memorate the passage of the 1786 Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom, authored by
Thomas Jefferson, and we celebrate the First
Amendment’s protection of religious free-
dom.

Across the centuries, people have come to
America seeking to worship the Almighty
freely. Today, our citizens profess many dif-
ferent faiths, and we welcome every religion.
Yet people in many countries live without the
freedom to worship as they choose and some
face persecution for their beliefs. My Admin-
istration is working with our friends and allies
around the globe to advance common values

and spread the blessings of liberty to every
corner of the world. Freedom is a gift from
the Almighty, written in the heart and soul
of every man, woman, and child, and we must
continue to promote the importance of reli-
gious freedom at home and abroad.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2007,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all
Americans to reflect on the great blessing of
religious liberty, endeavor to preserve this
freedom for future generations, and com-
memorate this day with appropriate events
and activities in their schools, places of wor-
ship, neighborhoods, and homes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., January 12, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 16.

Statement on Signing the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act of

2006
January 12, 2007

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5946,
the “Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Reauthorization Act of
2006.” The Act sets a firm deadline to end
overfishing in America; contributes to re-
plenishing America’s fish stocks; strengthens
enforcement of America’s fishing laws; and
implements international agreements on
fishery management and the protection of
polar bears.

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions of the Act that purport to direct or bur-
den the conduct of negotiations by the execu-
tive branch with foreign governments or



